United States Patent [

Yoshizawa et al.

US005235679A
111 Patent Number: 5,235,679
451 Date of Patent: Aug. 10, 1993

[54] GUIDANCE METHOD AND APPARATUS
UPON A COMPUTER SYSTEM

Satoshi Yoshizawa, Kawasaki;
Hirotada Ueda, Kokubunji; Hitoshi
Matsushima, Tachikawa, all of Japan

[75] Inventors:
[73] Assignee: Hitachi, Ltd., Tokyo, Japan
[21] Appl. No.: 943,979

[22] Filed: Sep. 11, 1992

Related U.S. Application Data

[63] Continuation of Ser. No. 537,493, Jun. 12, 1990, aban-
doned.
[30] Foreign Application Priority Data
Jun. 14, 1989 {JP] Japan ... 1-149631
[51]1 Int. CLS et .. GO6F 15/46
[52] US. Cl v, 395/156; 395/155;

395/159; 395/161; 340/747
....................... 340/747, 750, 706;
395/155, 156, 159, 161

[58] Field of Search

[56] References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

4,918,622 4/1990 Granger et al. ...occeenecennes 364/518

4,947,343 8/1990 Amari ............ 364/518
4,961,070 10/1990 Maher et al. .cccecrecceirecrnanes 340/721
4,965,741 10/1990 Winchell et al. . 364/513
5,008,810 4/1991 Kessel et al. ...... .. 364/200
5,021,976 6/1991 Wezxelblat et al. ..coccoevevnncnaes 364/521

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
63-280317 11/1988 Japan .

Primary Examiner—Phu K. Nguyen
Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Fay, Sharpe, Beall, Fagan,
Minnich & McKee

[57] ABSTRACT

When a guidance function is actuated in a guidance
method in a computer system, icons displayed on a
screen are picked up to form their list. When a user
designates an icon requiring the guidance, the guidance
scenario corresponding to the designated icon is picked
up, and icons required to execute the guidance scenario
is allotted to the guidance scenario from the list. There-
after, the guidance scenario is demonstrated using the
allotted icons.
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